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College Youth Symphony

Selections from West Side Story (1957)					           	     Leonard Bernstein
											                 		        (1918-1990)
										                    		          arr. Jack Mason

Introduction and Rondo Capriccioso, Op. 28 (1863)				     Camille Saint-Saëns
											                 		        (1835-1921)

Alex Shiozaki, violin

Symphony No. 3 in D minor (1902)						                           Gustav Mahler
	   VI. Langsam. Ruhevoll. Empfunden						            (1860-1911)

Symphonic Band Percussion

Vous avez du feu? (2001)							                  Emmanuel Séjourné
											                                             (b. 1961)

Symphonic Band

The Governor’s Own (1921)					      	           	          	         Alton A. Adams
											               		       (1889-1987)

Fantasia on the Dargason from Second Suite in F, Op. 28 (1911/1922)		     Gustav Holst
											                 		        (1874-1934)

Stillwater (2019)								                    		  Kelijah Dunton
											                      		  (b. 1999)

Give Us This Day: Short Symphony for Wind Ensemble (2006)		          David Maslanka
											                 		       (1943-2017)
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Piano
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Musicians of the SUNY New Paltz College Youth Symphony



Praised by The New York Times as “spellbinding,” violinist Alex Shiozaki is emerging as a strong advocate for the 
music of today. At home with music new and old, he has performed in venues from Carnegie Hall and Alice Tully 
Hall in New York City to Sapporo Concert Hall Kitara in Japan. Recent highlights include solo appearances with the 
Sapporo Symphony, Sendai Philharmonic, and the New York-based AXIOM Ensemble. 

Dedicated to chamber music, Shiozaki is a member of the Momenta Quartet, two-time recipient of the Koussevitzky 
Foundation commission grant. The Quartet has appeared in such prestigious venues as The Library of Congress in 
Washington D.C., the International Cervantino Festival in Mexico City, and the Ostrava Days Festival in the Czech 
Republic, as well as at universities including Harvard, Cornell, and Brown. For 2019-2020, the Momenta Quartet 
joined the faculty of Bates College as Artists-in-Residence. Shiozaki also performs in recital across the United States 
as the Shiozaki Duo, alongside his wife and pianist Nana Shi. In New York, he appears regularly with the Argento 
Ensemble, Le Train Bleu, and American Contemporary Music Ensemble. In the summer of 2011, he joined the Met-
ropolitan Opera Orchestra on their tour to Japan.

Shiozaki received his Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the Juilliard School, where his principal teachers were 
Joseph Lin and Ronald Copes of the Juilliard String Quartet. His scholarly research was focused on Western music in 
Japan, specifically that of contemporary composer Somei Satoh. He also received a Master of Music degree from Juil-
liard, and a Bachelor of Arts degree from Harvard College. Committed to arts education, he holds teaching positions 
at the Juilliard School, SUNY New Paltz, and the Interlochen Center for the Arts.

Adam V. Fontana is passionate about music education, the art of conducting, and the important role music plays in 
our society. A native of the Hudson Valley, he returned home to join the faculty at SUNY New Paltz in Fall 2020 as 
an assistant professor of music, where he conducts the Symphonic Band and College-Youth Symphony, and teaches 
courses in conducting and clarinet within the Department of Music.

Fontana previously served as the Director of Instrumental Music at Bethel College in North Newton, Kansas, from 



2016-2020. While at Bethel College, he conducted the Bethel Wind Ensemble and Philharmonia Orchestra, and 
taught courses in music education, conducting, and the music of The Beatles. Under his direction, both the Bethel 
Wind Ensemble and Philharmonia Orchestra were selected to perform at the 2018 Kansas Music Educators Associa-
tion state conference.

As a conductor, Fontana works regularly with living composers, and he has premiered and commissioned new works 
by Narong Prangcharoen, David Stock, Jess Langston Turner, and 2011 Pulitzer Prize-winner Zhou Long. He ap-
peared as a participant in the 2019 Conductors Guild Frederick Fennell Memorial Conducting Masterclass at the 
Eastman School of Music, and was chosen to be a Conducting Fellow in the Midwest International Band and Or-
chestra Clinic’s inaugural Reynolds Conducting Institute in December 2018. As a clarinetist, he has performed with 
the Juilliard Orchestra (under the baton of Marin Alsop), UMKC Wind Symphony, Hartt Wind Ensemble, and the 
Mid-Kansas Symphony Orchestra.

Fontana was the founder and conductor of the Hudson Valley Chamber Winds and Strings, a professional cham-
ber music ensemble in Washingtonville, NY composed of musicians from the West Point Band, Albany Symphony, 
Juilliard, and The Hartt School, and led them to a performance at the 2012 College Band Directors National Asso-
ciation (CBDNA) Eastern Division Conference. He has recently appeared as guest conductor with the Woodstock 
Symphony Orchestra, Nebraska Wind Symphony, Mid-Kansas Symphony Orchestra, and numerous honor bands 
and orchestras across seven states.

Fontana’s research centers around conductor training, and community building through interdisciplinary perfor-
mances. He has presented his research at three CBDNA National Conventions, most recently presenting on the 
benefits of Brazilian Jiu Jitsu for conductors at the February 2023 National Conference at the University of Georgia. 
He has also shared his work at the 2022 New York State Band Directors Association Symposium, and at state music 
education conferences in Connecticut and Kansas.

Fontana holds a doctorate degree in conducting from the University of Missouri-Kansas City, along with degrees 
in music education and conducting from SUNY Potsdam, Columbia University-Teachers College, and The Hartt 
School. He has studied conducting with Steven Davis, Glen Adsit, Dino Anagnost and Timothy Topolewski, and 
clarinet with Alan Woy and Tom Scott. He has nine years of public school band, orchestra, choral, and general music 
teaching experience in New York and Connecticut.



If you have accessibility quesitions or require accomodations to fully participate in this event, 
please contact the box office at boxoffice@newpaltz.edu at least two weeks prior to the event. 

Your Generous Contributions Support Department of Music Programs.

Make your tax-deductible gift today at newpaltz.edu/gift, or send your check, made payable to 
the SUNY New Paltz Foundation and marked for Music to : 

Please Visit www.newpaltz.edu/fpa/music to view our upcoming Concert Series events, Enjoy the Show!

SUNY New Paltz Foundation
1 Hawk Drive
New Paltz, NY 12561

For more information about the Department of Music, our programs, upcoming concerts, and audition information, 
please visit our website at
www.newpaltz.edu/music

Like us on Facebook @ SUNYnpMusic


